
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff 
Pine Bluff, AR  71601 

 
Position Announcement 

 
 
Title:    Research Assistant (Tractor Operator) 
 
Location:   University of Arkansas – Pine Bluff 
 
Duties and Responsibilities:  The successful applicant will assists the research and 
teaching efforts of the farm manager in the areas of small plot research, row crop 
agriculture, general farm equipment maintenance, and farm up-keep.  The specific 
areas of emphasis 1. Drives tractor with implements to plow, plant, cultivate, or 
harvest crops and to move trailers for crop harvest. 2. Manipulates controls to set, 
activate, and regulate mechanisms on machinery such as self-propelled machines, 
conveyors, separators, cleaners, dryers, hay bailers, combines and related equipment. 
3. Drives truck to haul harvested crops, supplies, tools, or farm workers. 4. Drives 
truck, or tractor with trailer attached, alongside crew loading crop or adjacent to 
harvesting machine. 5. Sprays fertilizer or pesticide solutions, using hand sprayer, to 
control insects, fungus and weed growth, and diseases. 6. Observes and listens to 
machinery operation to detect equipment malfunction, and removes obstruction to 
avoid damage to product or machinery. 7. Attaches farm implements, such as plow, 
disc, sprayer, or harvester, to tractor, using bolts and mechanic's hand tools.  8. 
Discards diseased or rotting product, and guides product on conveyor to regulate flow 
through machine. 9. Positions boxes or attaches bags at discharge end of machinery to 
catch products, places lids on boxes, and closes sacks. 10. Thins, hoes, weeds, or 
prunes row crops, fruit trees, or vines, using hand implements. 11. Loads hoppers, 
containers, or conveyor to feed machine with products, using suction gates, shovel, or 
pitchfork. 12. Adjusts, repairs, lubricates, and services farm machinery, and notifies 
supervisor or appropriate personnel when machinery malfunctions. 13. Walks beside or 
rides on planting machine while inserting plants in planter mechanism at specified 
intervals. 14. Irrigates soil, using portable pipe or ditch system, and maintains ditch or 
pipe and pumps. 15. Mixes specified materials or chemicals and dumps solutions, 
powders, or seeds into planter or sprayer machinery. 16. Loads and unloads crops or 
containers of materials, manually or using conveyors, handtruck, forklift, or transfer 
auger. 17. Weighs crop-filled containers and records weights and other identifying 
information. 18. Hand picks fruit, such as apples, oranges, or strawberries. 19. 
Oversees work crew engaged in planting, weeding, or harvesting activities.  
 
Minimum Qualifications:  High school diploma with at least ten years of experience, 
OR B.S. degree in agriculture with at least five years of experience.  
 
Salary: Commensurate with qualifications and experiences. 



 
Fringe Benefits:  Group health, dental, life and disability insurance, retirement, Social 
Security, Workers’ Compensation, paid holidays, vacation and sick leave, tuition 
discount for employees, spouse and dependent children. 
 
Appointment Period:  12 months per year 
 
Application:  Interested individuals must submit an application package which 
consists of a letter of application, detailed description of work/farm/research 
experience, resume with name, address and current phone numbers, academic 
transcripts, and three letters of recommendation to: 
 

Brenda L. Allen 
University of Arkansas - Pine Bluff 

1200 N. University Drive, Mail Slot 4990 
Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601 

 
Closing Date:  April 15, 2014 
Applications accepted Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.   
 
 

“The University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer; 

and full participation by Women and Minority Groups is encouraged.” 

An E-Verify Employer 

 


